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decessor except, perhaps, in the quality of the color plates. The first volume was characteJized by such a wealth of artistic talent, both. artists and engravers, that a comparison is inevitable. In it Thorborn contributed six paintings, Lodge eight, and Knight one while of the present series Lodge furnishes nineteen and Knight two, and we miss •he exquisite work of Thorborn entirely. It is in the matter of reproduction, however, that the greatest difference is to be seen, the plates, on egg-shell paper, apparently done in England, are, we think, equally good in each series, but in Volume I there were a number on smooth surface paper by Frisch of Berlin, which are unsurpassed for beauty and delicacy, •hile Volume II contains only one of these. We fully realize however the impossibilit• -of having reproductions done in Berlin under present conditions, and criticism of the reproduction of the present plates would not be fair, as they are, when all has been said, exceedingly beautiful.
The The plan of this volume follows closely that of its predecessor, but we notice some additional subject headings as for instance, "Daily Round of Life," under which the life history of certain species is given in greater detail The species considered in Volume II fall into three groups (1) the Kaleege Pheasants, (Gennaeus), (2) the Fire-backs and their allies (Acomus, Lophura and Lobiophasis) and (3) the Junglefowl (Gallus).
The first group is of interest on account of the great number of species that have been described. Of these Mr. Beebe recognizes only nine, regarding the other twenty-six, of which by the way no less than nineteen were described by Oates, as hybrids. These apparently all come from a narrow strip in Burma where the range of G. lineatus joins that of horsfieldi and nycthemerus. Many of •hese forms are based upon one or two individuals and in other cases no two of the specimens that liave been secured are exactly alike, both of which facts tend to corroborate Mr. Beebe's views as to their status. The problem is one of great interest, however, and well worthy of the careful consideration that he gives it.
Others who have studied the group may not agree as to the full specific rank of all the forms which he recognizes and may perhaps concede a place to some that he has suppressed, but the facts of the case are clearly set forth whatever the systematic value of the forms may be, and some of the hybrids are figured. These pheasants range across Asia from China to the western Himalayas in Kashmir, the silver white species on the Among the results of artificial breeding are the long-tailed Japanese fowls, the tail feathers of which have reached the extraordinary length of twenty feet, two inches. This development is said to be due to a sup* pression of the molt, the feathers growing continuously, but this is difficult to understand in view of our present knowledge of feather growth and development, and a little more detailed information on the matter would have been welcome.
Another development of the "chicken fancier" is the curious Seabright race in which the cock is exactly like the hen.
